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About Logistics UK 

Logistics UK is one of the country’s largest business groups, and the only trade association which represents 
all of logistics. Our mission is to support, shape and stand up for a safe, sustainable and efficient logistics 
sector. Our membership of more than 22,000 includes global, national and regional businesses and SMEs 
spanning road, rail, inland waterways, sea and air as well as the customers of freight services, such as retailers 
and manufacturers. We deliver services, representation and thought leadership, helping members and 
policymakers to seize new opportunities for the sector and the economy as a whole, right across the country.  

  

The logistics sector 

Nothing moves without logistics. The sector employs 8% of the UK workforce in good jobs with strong career 
progression, contributes £170 billion in GVA each year, and underpins the resilience of the everyday economy. 

Logistics plans and coordinates the movement and storage of the goods that businesses, public services and 
households rely on – using ports, airports, roads, railways, waterways, warehouses and smart digital systems 
to tie it all together. 

With the right policies, logistics can drive up UK growth by £8 billion a year.1 However, rising costs, red tape 
and poor infrastructure are holding the sector back – putting firms out of business, fuelling inflation, and 
undermining productivity and supply chain resilience. As a result, the UK has fallen from 4th to 19th in the 
World Bank Logistics Performance Index over the decade to 2023.  

 

Consultation response 

3. Are you responding on behalf of an organisation? 

Yes 

4. What is the name of your organisation? 

Logistics UK 

 
1 Logistics Delivering a solution to the UK's productivity puzzle, Oxford Economics, 2023 

Summary 

• Dual marking vehicles under the GB type-approval scheme - GOV.UK 

• This consultation looks at why some manufacturers are not adding the EU approval number to 

vehicles that already have both GB and EU approvals. Because EU rules apply in Northern Ireland 

under the Windsor Framework, vehicles must show both approval numbers to be sold across the UK. 

We want to understand why some vehicles are not being dual-marked and what can be done to fix 

this. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/calls-for-evidence/dual-marking-vehicles-under-the-gb-type-approval-scheme
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5. What is the number of employees? 

Above 150 

6. What best describes your organisation type? 

Automotive business association.  

 

Vehicle Manufacturers 

Flexibility has been built into the GB scheme to assist manufacturers to “dual” mark vehicles, for example apply 
markings to show the vehicle is approved both for the GB and EU markets. The approval number is normally required 
to be placed on the statutory plate. This plate also contains the Vehicle Identification number (VIN), as well as some 
basic technical information, such as the Gross Vehicle Weight. To avoid the need to duplicate this information, the GB 
scheme does not require all this information to be repeated. Instead, the GB approval number can be marked on a 
separate plate alongside the EU statutory plate. Alternatively, the GB number can be marked on the EU plate itself. 

Business 

10. In your view what, if any:  

costs might mandatory dual marking involve: 

• Manufacturer costs: small updates to plate design, paperwork, quality checks, and staff training.  

• Converter costs: A little extra work to fit plates and confirm records during inspection or conversion.  

• System costs: One-time changes to business software to record both GB and EU approval numbers. 
 

cost savings might mandatory dual marking create: 

• Faster vehicle supply for fleets that operate across GB and NI, helping them stay productive and 
profitable.  

• Less duplicate paperwork for vehicles sold UK-wide, reducing admin effort.  

• Easier registration in NI, fewer fixes and delays, and better resale value because vehicles can be 
sold anywhere in the UK.  

• Stronger supply chains by using standard markings, avoiding stock being stuck or split between 
regions. 

 

Proposal 

14. Has, in your view, the commitment to an explicit presumption of alignment changed approaches 
to: 

      

    Great Britain (GB)   Northern Ireland (NI) 

approving vehicles for sale in:      Yes     Yes 

marking vehicles for sale in:     Yes     Yes 

 

If 'yes' how? 

Keeping GB rules closely aligned with EU rules gives manufacturers confidence to plan and makes them 
more willing to add both markings. But without a clear deadline or requirement, progress is patchy because 
companies focus on other priorities and internal processes slow things down. 

Approaches to selling in the UK 
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15. What factors do you think are behind decisions not to dual mark vehicles? 

• Commercial prioritisation for EU-only batches, with GB marking treated as an optional variant.  

• Documentation/process fragmentation (plates, CoC fields, systems) making the change feel larger 
than it is.  

• Conversion pathway uncertainty—who can add the GB approval number post-build, and how records 
are assured.  

• Supply chain timing—plate availability, sequencing at plant/PDI, and backlogs in change control.  

• Residual divergence concerns despite alignment commitments, especially for upcoming EU 
regulatory updates. 

Additional Work 

16. In your view what, if anything, needs to be done to ensure vehicles are dual marked? 

• Make dual marking mandatory for all vehicles sold anywhere in the UK, with a phased rollout by 
model type.  

• Provide clear guidance and templates for plate design and data fields and allow approved centres or 
converters to add markings after production.  

• Set up a quick-response help channel at DfT/VCA to answer manufacturer questions fast.  

• Create an industry working group with manufacturers, converters, fleet operators, and associations 
to monitor progress and solve issues.  

• Offer grace periods for vehicles already in the pipeline to avoid waste and disruption. 

Mandating Dual Marking 

17. Do you agree or disagree with mandating dual marking? 

Agree 

Addressing Issues with the current approach 

19. In your view what, if any: 

practicalities might mandating the dual approval and marking of vehicles involve 

• Update processes: Change plate designs, parts lists, and paperwork, and train staff at factories and 
inspection points.  

• After-build steps: Decide who can add GB numbers later and how to keep proof, like photos and 
plate logs.  

• System updates: Make sure approval certificates and registration systems can show both GB and 
EU numbers.  

• Work with converters: Set clear rules for bodybuilders who modify vehicles, like vans.  

• Audits: Keep checks simple and predictable, using sample inspections instead of full teardowns. 

wider issues might mandating the dual approval and marking of vehicles involve 

• Consistency: Clear rules make it easier to sell and use vehicles across the UK without regional 
differences.  

• Choice: More models available in Northern Ireland, helping fleets run efficiently and cut emissions.  

• Cross-border ease: Smoother operations between GB and NI with less paperwork.  

• Support for small businesses: Simple templates help smaller converters avoid extra engineering 
work. 
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20. What, if any, unintended consequences do you think would occur from mandating the dual 
approval and marking of vehicles? 

There could be short-term delays while manufacturers update their processes, but this can be eased by 
giving them phased timelines and grace periods for existing stock. If only one supplier provides plates, there 
might be shortages, so approving more suppliers would help. Older vehicles already in transit could cause 
confusion, so clear deadlines and a simple rework plan are needed. Finally, guidance should be 
straightforward to avoid unnecessary paperwork, using standard templates and simple checks. 

Final Comments 

21. Any further comments? 

We support dual marking because it helps keep supply chains running smoothly, gives businesses more 
vehicle options, and makes the rules clear. For logistics—whether vans, specialist conversions, or larger 
fleet vehicles—consistent markings prevent delays and paperwork problems, especially for Northern Ireland 
and cross-border routes. Clear guidance, an easy way to add markings after production, and a phased 
rollout will make this work at low cost and keep the UK vehicle market simple and connected. 

 

Contact:  

Arthur Gribbin 

Engineering Policy Lead 

agribbin@logistics.org.uk 
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