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• EU General Safety Regulations

• Communication with the Transport Regulation Unit

• The importance of effective driver walk round checks

• Driver CPC

• Driver licence checking

• Fatigue

• Roller brake testing



EU General Safety 

Regulation

(GSR)



EU General Safety Regulation

• Implemented through vehicle and 

component ‘type approval’

• Introduces ‘safety measures’

• Measures that directly support driver 

called ADAS

• Mandatory from 7 July for:
– New vehicles

– New types



EU General Safety Regulation

• Mandatory from 7 July 2024 for:

– New vehicles

Safety Measure

Intelligent speed assistance

Driver drowsiness warning

Emergency stop signal

Reversing detection

Alcohol interlock facilitation

Cyber security update



EU General Safety Regulation

• Mandatory from 7 July 2024 for:

– New cars and vans only

Safety Measure

Emergency lane keeping

Advanced emergency braking

Event data recorder



EU General Safety Regulation

• Mandatory from 7 July 2024 for:

– New trucks and buses only

Safety Measure

Blind spot information

Pedestrian collision warning

Tyre pressure monitoring

(trucks, buses and vans)



EU General Safety Regulation

• Mandatory from 7 July 2024 for:

– New types

Safety Measure

Advanced distraction warning

Tyre assessed in worn condition



• Safety measures to become 

mandatory on:

– New car and van types only

EU General Safety Regulation

Safety Measure

Advanced emergency braking

Enlarged head impact zone



EU General Safety Regulation

• Mandatory from 7 July 2024 for:

– New automated vehicle types 

only

Safety Measure

Event data recorder

Driver availability monitoring

Platooning

(automated trucks)



EU General Safety Regulation



EU General Safety Regulation

GSR implementing legislation

• UNECE Regulation 159 – Moving Off Information System 

(MOIS)

• UNECE Regulation 151 – Blind Spot Information System 

(BSIS)

DVS Progressive Safe System requirements for blind 

spot information and moving off systems are not 

identical, but they are aligned.

Briefing note - DVS

https://logistics.org.uk/CMSPages/GetFile.aspx?guid=4cc56092-005b-4fad-aafb-b55611c2f1fd&lang=en-GB


EU General Safety Regulation

The Guide To Maintaining Roadworthiness (GB)

• ‘It should be remembered that a correctly functioning ADAS 

is designed to support a driver, not replace them.’



EU General Safety Regulation

The Guide To Maintaining Roadworthiness (GB)

• ‘The driver is always responsible for the safe operation of 

any vehicle under their control. It is therefore essential that 

staff are adequately trained to confirm that any ADAS fitted 

is functioning correctly and that faults highlighted are 

rectified before a vehicle is used on the highway.’



EU General Safety Regulation

ADAS driver checks

• Various sensors and cameras

• Mostly self-checking

• Faults displayed on dashboard



EU General Safety Regulation

ADAS maintenance

• Support safety critical systems

• Effective maintenance procedures 

essential

• It is vital that ADAS work is 

carried out by a competent person



EU General Safety Regulation

ADAS maintenance

• Maintenance should be fully 

documented

• Cameras and sensor calibration 

should be checked:
– Windscreen replacement

– ADAS device fault

– Engine control unit fault

– Wheel alignment

– Mechanical or body repair affecting 

geometry

Briefing note - ADAS

https://logistics.org.uk/CMSPages/GetFile.aspx?guid=4ed5c2e4-c5f9-4ff8-aa3c-f249cb0890ba&lang=en-GB


EU General Safety Regulation

Switching off ADAS

• Systems allow deactivation

• Most reset automatically

• Guide to Maintaining Roadworthiness (GB) says:

– ‘Operators should have a documented policy on action to be 

taken if the ADAS system is defective or is deactivated.’



Communication with the 

Transport Regulation Unit

(TRU)



Communication with the TRU

Conviction of an operator within 28 days

Conviction of an employee within 28 days

Bankruptcy of operator/partner/Director within 28 days

Liquidation/administration/receivership/company voluntary arrangement (CVA) before order/appointment is made

Change in name or legal form of undertaking within 28 days

Death of operator/partner as soon as possible

Change of licence type
Application required as no authority until 

grant

Change in operating centre
Application required as no authority until 

grant

Change in address of establishment within 28 days

Change of director as soon as possible

Change of partner as soon as possible

Change of transport manager within 28 days

Change of maintenance contractor/arrangements as soon as possible

Removal of vehicle/trailer within 21 days

Addition of vehicle/trailer

within 1 month if within the margin 

otherwise application required as no 

authority until grant

Conviction of an employee within 28 days

Change of director as soon as possible

Change of partner as soon as possible

Change of maintenance contractor/arrangements as soon as possible

Addition of vehicle/trailer

within 1 month if within the margin 

otherwise application required as no 

authority until grant



VOL



Period of grace

What is a period of grace?

• Professional competence – met by an individual 

who holds a Transport Manager Certificate of 

Professional Competence (CPC)

• Financial standing – met by demonstrating 

access to the required level of finance which 

depends on the number of vehicles authorised

• Stable and effective establishment – met by 

having an established premises in Northern 

Ireland, where core business documents are kept 

and have access to one or more vehicles



How long is the period of grace

• Three-month grace period

• Legally capped at six months

• Nine months in the case of either:
– Death

– Incapacity of the transport manager 

•  Revocation of the operator's licence

Applications for a period of grace should be sent to: 

tru@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk



Don’t leave things to the last minute!

• Don’t leave things to the last 

minute

• Submit as soon as possible

• Ask for help if required 



Importance of effective driver 

walk round checks



Driver walk round checks

• Forming part of the overall maintenance system, 

the drivers’ role of checking their vehicle is very 

important

• Drivers should be trained in completing effective 

walk around checks

• Training should include correct completion of 

reports and processes, to ensure:

 - Defects are notified

 - Repairs are completed

 - There is an audit trail



Driver walk round checks - improvements

How can we improve?

• Driver training – choose relevant driver CPC 

courses

• Gate checks

• Auditing



Areas to focus on

What should we be focussing on?

• Preparation

• Lamps

• Tyres

• Spray suppression

• Windscreen washers

• Dashboard warning lights



Driver Certificate of 

Professional Competence

(DCPC)



Driver CPC - DQC

• Driving vehicles that require a vocational 

licence entitlement

• Does not apply to category B licence vehicles 

or out of scope vehicles

• Driver Qualification Card

• Deadline: 9 September 2024



Driver CPC – DVA portal

• Check your Driver CPC periodic training hours

• Pay attention to the course dates and status of each course

• Each course has its own five-year validity to consider alongside DQC validity

https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/cpc-existing-lorry-bus-and-coach-drivers


Driver CPC - future

• Introduce a new National DCPC

• Reducing the minimum course 

length to 3.5 hours

 

• Periodic test?



Driver licence checking



Driver licence checking

• Driver and Vehicle Agency (DVA) online 

checking service

• View or share your Northern Ireland (N.I) 

driving record

• Check penalty points/disqualifications, 

create a licence check code

• Nidirect account and identity verified



Driver licence checking

• Create account and link licence

• Able to renew driving licence, apply for 

replacement licence, and notify a change of 

address online

• Track the progress of applications

• Share details by creating a check code

• See any previous generated codes



Driver CPC checking

• Check periodic training

• Online Driver Enquiry (ODE)

• Generate temporary password, to 

pass to employer

• When the next Driver Qualification 

Card (DQC) is going to be issued

• Register to use the system



Driver CPC checking

• Registration password dispatched 

to address on the driving licence

• Registration needs to be uploaded 

within set amount of time

• Training completed in EU member 

state, write to CPC section of the 

DVA

• Original documents



Check Republic of Ireland driving licence

• Letter of Entitlement/Driver Statement

• National Driver Licence Service (NDLS)

• Personal Public Service Number (PPSN)

• Information not sent to third party

• Show this to employer



Fatigue



Fatigue – causes and cures

Causes

• Time of day or shift work

• Long driving periods

• Medication

• Meals

• Comfortable vehicles

• Disturbed sleep and stress

Cures?

• Caffeine / energy drinks

• Opening the window

• Turning up the radio

• Technology

• Sleep



Fatigue – accident statistics

10 to 20% accidents are fatigue related

4 in 10 involve commercial vehicles

1 in 8 fallen asleep at the wheel
 

2am – 6am

2pm – 4pm



Fatigue – microsleeps

200 metres

7.5 seconds
50m 100m 150m 200m

What are they?

• Lasts between 2 and 30 seconds

• No control of vehicle in this time

• Little to no recollection of it happening

1 in 3 admitted to experiencing them

2am – 6am

2pm – 4pm



Roller brake testing



Brake assessment methods



Brake assessment requirements

• Where do the brake testing requirements come 

from?

– Regulation 24 (1) - The Motor Vehicle (Construction and 

Use) Regulations Northern Ireland1999:

– ‘Every part of every braking system and of the means of 

operation fitted to a vehicle shall be maintained in good 

and efficient working order and be properly adjusted.’

• Roller Brake Testing (RBT)

• Load on the axle increases the test 

effectiveness



Roller brake test – the basics before the test is carried out

• Let's look at the basics – sounds 

obvious?

• Pipes and connections thoroughly 

checked before carrying out the brake 

test for:

 - Kinks

 - Damage

 - Leaks

• Corrosion or deterioration



Annual test – laden brake testing

• Laden brake testing required, unless 

exempt

• Laden brake testing requirements
• Regulation 24 (6) - The Road Vehicle 

(Construction and Use) Regulations 

(Northern Ireland) 1999

• Braking efficiency must be met by a 

goods vehicle when operated at its 

maximum design weight

What about the annual test?



Conducting the actual test (to get the best results)

• Load correctly

• Confirm correct weight and park 
brake locations

• Position vehicle correctly

• Apply the brakes slowly and gradually 
to obtain the highest readings

• Slow application of the brake would 
not be used for the applied test



Brake testing - in summary

Good clean and 
calibrated 

equipment, housed 
in a suitable area

Appropriate loading 
– 50% Minimum, 
ideally 65% of the 

design axle weight.

Correct details 
entered, and current 
for the vehicle/trailer 

brakes.

Positioned correctly 
and chocked as 

required.

Test conducted 
slowly.

Results analysed 
fully – looking for 

any issues not just a 
pass!



Brake test report guidance

Brake test report

https://logistics.org.uk/CMSPages/GetFile.aspx?guid=5685e1f7-4200-4ad6-94eb-026f40769e23&lang=en-GB


What’s the alternative to RBT?

Electronic braking performance monitoring 
system (EBPMS)

• Enables the braking performance of a trailer 
monitored and recorded during everyday 
operations under a variety of operating 
conditions

• Autonomously collects data during every 
braking event, analysing the data over time 
to produce a braking performance value.

GOV.UK – EBPMS Industry Standard Specification

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/electronic-braking-performance-monitoring-systems


The future?

• Realtime reporting

• Vehicle/Trailer connectivity

• Individual brake monitoring – recording 

heat

• Alternative to current MOT test method



Upcoming activities and events 

Member briefing webinar

• Public services: 11th Jun
https://logistics.org.uk/memberbriefings24

Events

• Fleet Engineer: 19th Jun
https://logistics.org.uk/fleet-engineer

Forums and working groups

• Van Policy Working Group: 25th Jun

• Environment Working Group: 27th Jun
https://logistics.org.uk/membership/logisticsuk-councils

Awards

• Van Awards – deadline for entries: 12th Jul
https://logistics.org.uk/vanawards24

• Logistics Awards – deadline for entries: 12th Jul
https://logistics.org.uk/logistics24 

https://logistics.org.uk/memberbriefings24
https://logistics.org.uk/fleet-engineer
https://logistics.org.uk/membership/logisticsuk-councils
https://logistics.org.uk/vanawards24
https://logistics.org.uk/logistics24


Logistics UK Support 

• Member advice centre

• E-News and Logistics magazine

• Operator Licence Compliance Information 

Service (OLCIS)

• Training – Driver CPC, Transport Manager, 

Vehicle inspection

• Consultancy and Audits

• Vehicle Inspections

• Shop

• Logistics UK Vision – Drivers’ hours and working 

time monitoring



Member Advice Centre

0370 605 0000*
MAC@logistics.org.uk

Customer Service Centre

0371 711 2222*
customerservices@logistics.org.uk

*Calls may be recorded for training purposes
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